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DIRECTORSOMESSAGE

When the Simi Valley Public Library reopened in July of 2013, operated by the City of Simi
Valley, Library staff anticipated an increase in foot traffic thanks to publicity surrounding the
transition. However, the increase turned out to be higher than expected. Over the past year,
we have welcomed over 200,000 patrons into the Library and hundreds more online. Looking
for everything from the latest best seller to an enriching program for their little one, residents
have embraced their new Library.

Since opening, your Library staff has worked to match these high expectations by strengthening
collections and offering a diverse array of programming and services for children, teens and
adults. Thanks to the support of committed allies like the Simi Valley Friends of the Library, the
Simi Valley Unified School District and the Ventura County READ Program, we expanded
access while providing an inclusive space where every community member can explore their
intellectual curiosity in a supportive environment.

In the coming year, we plan to deepen our connection to the community by beginning the
strategic planning process. Strategic planning will allow you, our patrons and Library
supporters; a chance to explore your vision of the Simi Valley Public Library of the future. We
hope you will share your thoughts and ideas with us so that together we can continue to serve
you as not just a public library, but a Library for the public.

Heather J. Cousin Sommer Barwick
Director Director
Simi Valley Public Library Department of Community Services



SIMI VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY METRICS -- AT A GLANCE
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SIMI VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 2013-2014: ANNUAL REVIEW

July The Library opens to huge crowds on July 1, following a brief ceremony and ribbon
cutting featuring members of the Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce, Mayor Bob Huber
and City Councilmembers, and Library Director, Heather Cousin. On the first day staff
welcome over 2,400 patrons who are eager to stay, even after closing. Staff stays until
9:30 p.m. issuing new library cards.

The Friends of the Library provide $12,000 towards improvements at the Library, and
are recognized by the Library Board of Trustees at the July 1, 2013 meeting.

The lerary continues t0 be busy with the start of the Summer Reading Program,
B 2 issuing new Library cards and welcoming those eager
® - to get a peek at the refurbished facility. Over 19,000
| visit in the first month.

August Programming for adults kicks off with two food-
themed events: Join the Farm: Community Supported
Agriculture and Tasty Tips Chefs Use. The two
programs have over 75 participants. The Library
partners with the Ventura County Law Library to host
Lawyers in the Library: The Year in Biotechnology Law.

Teens staff the 2013 Summer Reading
Program registration table.

Teens also have their first program in the new Teen
Lounge. Death By Chocolate taste testing is very popular and kicks off a new calendar
of programming especially for teens. - B'

The Library helps Simi Valley students start
the school year at the Simi Valley Moorpark
First 5 Kindergarten Kickoff. Library staff
reads stories and registers families for new
cards.

Sta}ff makes presenta.tlons at[ each Library staff reads to children at First 56 :
Neighborhood Council Meeting. Kindergarten Kickoff

September Staff participates in several outreach visits including offering a tour of the
facility to the administrative team of the Simi Valley Boys & Girls Club.

The Ventura County READ Adult Literacy Program resumes, offering free tutoring for
those interested in improving their English speaking and reading skills.

In honor of National Library Card Sign Up month, staff holds a library card registration
drive at the Boys and Girls Club. Over 30 new cards are issued to Boys and Girls Club
participants, their families and staff.



Teen Librarian, Llyr Heller, visits Simi Valley High School and takes students on a
virtual tour oftheLi br ar y 6 s o n IThepesition efsTeen kibcagasn was created
when the City assumed operations in July of 2013.

In addition to offering several story times for children, the Library adds new programs:
Wa g g i n 6(childeeh reasl to specially trained therapy dogs), California State
University Channel Islands speaker series and monthly teen craft programs.

The Library partners with United Way to host volunteers for its

: Day of Caring event, promotes and hosts a table at both the

= 1 h e (QivihgyGéesn Expo and the

%; mi Valley Cul tu
F o u n d a Feastvai al the Arts.

October The Library publishes its
first newsletter featuring a two
month calendar, variety of articles,
and book reviews. In December, the newsletter is integrated

i nt o t h-;otif¢systeyndemablang residents to sign up to

. . . . Volunteers from Anthem Blue Cross help
receive the publication electronically. duringthe Un i t e d DayafyCaring.

Staff participates in Bullying Prevention Awareness Month, along with the City and
Youth Councils, offering a screening of the critically acclaimed film Bully.

HONII-IEEVI\.II?RK The Library initiates the Homework Helpers program. Using volunteers

from high school honor societies and college students, elementary school
students receive help with homework or other subject specific questions.

~ Among the outreach events, staff participates in Sunrise Assisted Living
facilityds first health fair. They di s
new Library cards.

The Li br ar y 6 sokithaulat iscasecess wighp o
over 300 people attending. Thanks to the assistance of
volunteers from Bank of America and the Simi Valley Adult
School 6s Cosmetol ogy programbte e e L eEnNsS
enjoy a variety of games, crafts and free face painting.

Staff hosts a presentation by Richard Senate, a professional
ghost hunter based in Ventura County. The program
generates interest from all ages, with over 60 people attending.

To spotlight Domestic Violence Awareness Month, staff partner with The Domestic
Violence Task Force of Ventura County to screen Sin by Silence and host a discussion
with Convicted Women Against Abuse founder, Brenda Clubine. Following the



discussion, the Coalition for Family Harmony, Fleet and Family Support Services, the
Ventura County District Attorney's Victim/Witness Center, Interface Children & Family
Services, and Mixteco/Indigena Community Organizing Project hold a resource fair.

November The Simi Valley Friends of the Library vote to fund $32,600 to support
collection development and Library programming.

schools attending a lunchtime volunteer fair at Simi Valley High
School.

In honor of National Novel Writing Month, the Library hosts
several local authors and a fiction writing workshop featuring
Doug Taylor, author of Bogota by Bus.

Celebrating International Gaming Day, the Library features a day long board game
event. Families join the Simi Valley Gamers for Yu-Gi-Oh card tournaments and a
variety of role playing games.

READ, Ventura Count yaddsitsfirst tutertraining of {he yeag at then
Senior Center.

December Simi Valley Friends of the Library vote to donate an additional $40,000 to
fund collection purchases. The funds will enhance material purchases for children,
teens, and adults.

The Busy Hands Garden Club donates $300 to the Library to provide additional lighting
on the Rose Garden Memorial patio for use during the Music to Our Ears concert series.

| The Library begins partnering with Sandbox Computers for Kids,
a local computer education business. The first program, creating
% computer games, fills within a few days of putting it on the

i1 calendar.

Partnering with Toys for Tots and Food Share of Ventura County,
the Library serves as a drop-off point for
much needed food, toy and clothing
donations.

Over 180 children and their families attend the first Winter
Wonderland program, featuring free face painting by Simi Valley 8 )
Adult School Cosmetology students, crafts, cupcake decorating, £ SR
stories and games. The program is followed later in the day by a holiday music concert.
The event is featured in the Sunday edition of the Ventura County Star.




Library Technician, Laura Herrera, and Teen Librarian, Llyr Heller, hold the first
homeschooler meetup. Offering participants the opportunity to meet other
homeschooling families, the event features a brief reception followed by an introduction
to the Libraryd m-house and online resources.

January The Library kicks off Talk Time, a program, using a combination of staff and
volunteers trained as part of the Laubach Literacy program, to assist participants in
improving their English language skills. Laubauch matches learners with program
graduates who are trained to then coach new learners.

The Library holds the first concert on the Rose Garden patio, co-
sponsored by |l ocal perfor mi ngArart
audience of 55 people brave chilly winds to enjoy a performance by

local student musicians. The program grows in succeeding months with
a variety of musical genres including jazz, swing, and a Beatles tribute
night.

71 iy au
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Thanks to a generous donation from the Simi Valley Friends of the Library, the City is
able to install a cross fence on the staff/Friends patio creating a more secure area in
which to accept donations.

February The Library begins hosting collaborative programs with the Simi Valley
Recreation and Park District. The programs feature fun craft
themed events for teens.

Head Librarian, Derek Stalcup, is accepted to the Eureka
Leadership Institute. The Institute, sponsored by the California

State Library and Infopeople, is a competitive program offering
Teens showing off crafts leadership training to just 32 librarians throughout the State
created at the Mustache annually. His proposal to provide outreach and literacy services
Party. to families experiencing intimate partner violence receives a
$5,000 grant.

The Library hosts a reception and tour for Simi Valley Unified School District librarians.

As part of the training day, the Library Director provides a demonstrationoft he Li br ar y 6
online resources, leads a discussion of ways to encourage library card registration by
students and promoteus e of the Libraryds online coll ect
theirown s ¢ h o edoudrces.

Addressing security needs, City Facilities staff upgrade the exterior patio emergency
gates, installing better locking mechanisms. They also repair and replace much of the
exterior lighting. The Library undergoes an energy efficiency audit and as a result, new
emergency lighting is installed in the public and staff restrooms and new, more efficient
lighting is installed in various fixtures throughout the Library.



The Library receives its 1,000iLi keo on Facebook.

March The Library hosts the Simi Valley
Educators Associationos
America celebration. The event brings together
community leaders, students and educators
celebrating the life and work of Dr. Seuss and
encouraging reading among participants. Guest
readers include Mayor Huber, teachers from
throughout the District and several students.

Over 350 people attend.

EN 0SS

HonoringWo me n 6 s Manth,tthe libyary
hosts popular female punk band The Bags lead
singer, Al icia n ANsiMVlazquBzzrends frahehkerdbaok, Vielence

Girland performsacousti c versions of severaflThisof her B
alternative music program attracts attendees from as far away as Oxnard and Los

Angeles.

April The Simi Valley Friends of the Library host their

annualc hi | dr enb6s b tegtial. Featudingaut hor
author and Simi Valley Friends of the Library founding

member, Al e x i the pdgraefoclises on her latest
release, The Kite That Bridged Two Nations: Homan

Walsh and the First Niagara Suspension Bridge.

The Library partners with Ancestry.com, the Strathearn
Historical Park and Museum and the Simi Valley
Historical Society to present a local history/genealogy
workshop using the Ancestry.com database, one of the
Li braryos meaonrge sabsctiptiomse

Library Director, Heather Cousin, provides Simi Valley Unified School District teachers

with a virtual tour of the Library space and promotest he Li braryés extensiyv
resources and the upcoming Summer Reading Program at Simi Valley Unified School

Districtb s Cor e Connections conference.

May Library staff hosts the first volunteer recognition brunch. The event features
speeches from Mayor Huber and Library Volunteer Coordinator, Jodi Regan. Since July
of 2013, tnhoee thani 400rv@luntgedsgprovide everything from homework help
and programming support to maintaining the appearance of the collection.



